GAME BIRD NEWSLETTER – Spring 2021
We held our annual game talk online this spring. This meeting was an update of many current topics, disease
updates and practice news. This newsletter covers all the key topics from our talk for those who missed it.
Sandhill Update
We are delighted to announce that Dan and Laura have now joined Richard as full partners to collectively form
Sandhill Veterinary Services LLP. The practice continues with the same ethos, same values and same belief that
everything we do should be based on science.
Please note our change of bank details when paying future invoices.
Disease updates
Mycoplasma continues to be an issue across the country, however we have seen significant reductions in cases in
our clients in recent years – without the use of mycoplasma vaccine.
Our key points are:
1. The BVPA Mycoplasma in game findings have formed the
backbone of advice in how to tackle and prevent Mycoplasma. We
believe the reductions we have seen are down to these principles.
2. Mycoplasma vaccines only mask/hide disease and do not stop the
spread bird to bird or through the egg. We therefore believe they
are dangerous, expensive and only of potential benefit for a short
term gain, not eradication. Additionally, outbreaks in vaccinated
birds seem to be more resistant to treatment.
3. Mycoplasma serology (including the ‘new validated’ test) is not
accurate enough to be able to identify negative birds/flocks with
certainty. We advise that negative results must be interpreted with extreme caution. It is not possible to certify
a flock ‘Mycoplasma negative’.
4. We expect 2021 to be a bad year for Mycoplasma with so many birds left on the ground and large numbers of
caught up birds being bred from. We have already seen several outbreaks in breeding birds. Do contact the
practice for advice.
Hexamita as a primary cause of disease?
Hexamita and Trichomonas are commonly associated with disease in game birds. These parasites are often seen in
cases of enteritis, but there is no scientific evidence that shows they directly cause disease in game.
When we treat enteritis with antibiotics, we are purely treating the bacteria in the gut. As Hexamita is a protozoan
parasite it is not susceptible to antibiotic treatment. As birds improve with this treatment, this suggests that
Hexamita is not the cause of the disease. Additionally, we frequently see Hexamita in healthy birds.
We always note if Hexamita or Trichomonas are present in a case of enteritis on Post-mortem examination, but we
do not necessarily believe the finding is always of clinical significance.
Whether or not Hexamita causes disease, the key point is that enteritis is predisposed by high stocking rates, wet
litter, poor hygiene, drinking water quality and stress. Prevention depends on controlling these factors.

Biosecurity and Cleaning
An area of paramount importance in our efforts to reduce disease challenges on the rearing field and consequently
reduce antibiotic usage.
Where does disease come from?
Ways disease can be introduced onto a site
 Human activity (hands, clothing, vehicles,
boots)
 Wild birds
 Introducing new birds
 Contaminated feed

Sources of disease already present on the site
 Parasites and bacteria (can survive year to year
in sheds and on equipment)
 Rodents
 Contaminated water
 Transmission between birds

Ideally each site will have its own biosecurity plan and protocols within a Veterinary Health Plan. This should be
tailored to the challenges faced on each individual site but common principles include different people working with
breeding birds to those on the rearing site where possible, working from the youngest to the oldest birds, good pest
control and a robust cleaning and disinfection programme.
When designing a cleaning programme always remember to use a detergent first as this will remove grease and dirt
and allow the disinfectant to penetrate more effectively. Consider which disinfectant is appropriate for the situation
– only a few will kill coccidial oocysts for example. Water quality should be assessed regularly (both cultures and
mineral analysis) to determine the choice and effectiveness of a water sanitiser.
Sandhill Services
Hatchery Monitoring – With the losses in the first week of life often contributing to a significant proportion of the
overall mortality, it pays to investigate and prevent these causes. Some of these are hatchery related and can be
controlled through management and hygiene.
Egg Break Out Investigations – we can examine
unhatched eggs to determine the cause of the poor
hatch. Poor hatch rates are multifactorial but may be
due to settings, timings, infection, infertility and
egg/shell quality.

Veterinary Health Plans – A practical document specific to your site detailing health and welfare protocols. This
includes an annual site visit and antibiotic review, allowing us to work with you to develop suggestions to improve
bird health, welfare and performance in future seasons.
Health plans are £50 per site, including a visit and an annual site review.
Game bird training courses - health, welfare and husbandry courses
We have developed our training course, initially run in 2019, to cover a wider range of subjects and satisfy the
requirements of the British Veterinary Poultry Association (BVPA) and British Game Alliance (BGA) standards.
These courses are aimed at training staff in all areas of husbandry as required by the DEFRA code of practice.
These day courses will be run from late summer.
Release pen scoring – This is a scoring system created to formally assess release pens with the intention of
improving release pen conditions and so reducing antibiotic use and improving bird health. Please contact the
practice for more details.

Sandhill Vets is on Facebook and Instagram – Thank you for your support!
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